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OSTMEN OF THE WORLD

low the Various Nations TJniforiu

Their Letter Carrier

An lute renting Exhibit Son nt the
Inu Vmericnii niiioltlnn Mnj Ic
Moved to VAiixhlUKtiin Ioln
Cloth In Jniinn Other Ilre-fse-- s

An attractive exhibit In the Gov em-
inent

¬

Building at the Pan American
Exposition and one which may possi-
bly

¬

be transferred to the National Mu-
seum

¬

at the conclusion ot the fair is
a series of very life like figures repre-
senting- the uniforms and equipments
of the various postmen of the world
The uniform of the letter carrier of this
country must be said to compare rather
unfavorably in point of elegance and
neatness with those used in other
countries Ir simplicity of attire the
postman of Japan must be given first
place his uniform consisting-- of a loin
cloth of very scanty dimensions and
nothing more It is true that this post-
man

¬

Is only emplojed In remote dls- -
tilcts of the country The mail pouches toward Waterloo Road a little grimyhung on either of bamboo coffee shoppole that Is carried over the shoulder

The native runner ot Natal is another
striking- - example of the univ ersalitj- - of
the great postal system of the world
that marvel of human ingenuitj- - which
unites the most distant individuals so
that the traveler need rarelj-- feel

separated from home and kin-
dred

¬

The Natal runners are Interest-
ing

¬

from their attire their headdress
of leaves for instance and their meth-
ods

¬

of work When they perform short
Journej s they run at a rate of about
four miles an hour The salary paid is
J5 per month and an allow anca Is made
for rations The clothing of the letter
carrier of Natal in its entirety con
sists of a nJlitary great coat and cape
which are supplied by the Government
of the Colony Beneath the overcoat is
worn a rarment called the mucetu
and a raw hide sandal is sometimes
laced to the foot

The postmen of Barbados although
they are not priv ileged to sport the pic-

turesque
¬

shirt waist of our own letter
carriers are allowed to wear two un-
iformsone

¬

for the hot weather in July
August and September and tre other
for cooler months The former Is made
of unbleached botton drill with red
facings and the latter of blue serge

On the southern slopes of the Cauca-
sus

¬

the dweller who awaits a 4etter
from a friend on tho plains sends
dog- - down In charge of a tax collector
or peddler with Instructions that the
message shall be placed In a little pouch
In the ring of the dogs collar The in-

telligent
¬

quadruped is then turned
loose and trots back home with the
mail

One of the strangest methods of car
rj ing tha mails Is in vogue among the
natives of Coromandel It is said that
waterproof bugs are there deposited
In a species of catamaran boat which is
so small that the postman has to sit
astride It like a floating log Some-
times

¬

these postmen are washed off
Into the water where numerous sharks
form an element of consideration but
in most cases the passage is made in
safety and the letters are received
punctually

Most of the emplojcs of the Postofflce
Department of British Guiana are ne
groes or of negro descent although the
administrative staff are Europeans or
of European descent

The Salvador postman is also a
swarthy gentleman with a strong dash
of African blood in his veins In the
capital of Salvador there are seventeen
letter carriers of this type two of
whom are exclusively emplojed in the
delivery of registered letters for which
they receive 10 a month There are
three monthly malls to Europe and
three to this country all of which are
carried by the Pacific Steamship Com-
pany

¬

A verj- - primltiv e method of carrj Ing
the mails is In vogue in Korea a small
but exceedingly conservative nation
The ox cart Is here employed in the
postal service and It Is anjthlng but
a rapid means of transit In China
which is also fairly unprogressive
there is more of an attempt at speed
There are two methods of carrjing the
malls there The letters of the man ¬

darins are delivered bj-- special couriers
frequently accompanied bj-- mllltarj es ¬

cort Public letters are carried by two
private companies The first company
called the Local has the cities for its
seat of operations and the other call-
ed

¬

the General delivers letters to all
parts of the empire maintaining com-

munication
¬

with the far off frontier
tow ns

In Holland the extent of the mall
service routes is over 20000 miles The
uniform of the postmen Is semi-milita-

In character the men themselves
are said to be a remarkably handsome
body

In Austria the Government gives to
the postmen every year one tunic one
pair of cloth trousers one pair of linen
trousers waistcoat and a cap
while every second year a coat and
blouse are given Previous military
service is considered as postal service
and in time of war each jear counts
double

The Roman postman has to work
risht hours a day for about J15 a
month The uniform is not as neat as
that of most other European countries

The Turkish postal system has of
late been reformed with much benefit
to tho people of that nation It used
to be a frequent occurrence for letters
to be irrecoverably lost The pay of
the Turkish letter carriers Is so low as
to oblige them to combine with their
ofllrial profession that of mendicant
and ask publicly for backsheesh

The SvvedNh postman at least that
specimen represented In the exhibit Is
an old gentlenin of elegant and com-
manding

¬

appearance and the neat
Mack bag which he carries under his
arm is lost sight of in the majestic
tout ensemble In point of appearance
this letter carrier undoubtedly takes
first place

In Switzerland candidates for the
postal service are not required to pass
a formal examination The vacancies
are ndvertlped and the man selected
must be able to read and write the lan
cuage of that part of the country which
he is to serve to know simple arith-
metic

¬

and above all to be a strong
man and a good walker The uniform
In winter consists of a blue coat and
light grey trousers The summer uni ¬

form Is a grey blouse with the same
trousers

The uniform of the postman of Nor-
way

¬

Is dark gTeen in color though It
Is said manj of the men want it chang ¬

ed to blue The facings of the coat are
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of silver braid and there Is a small
cockade of the Norwegian colors on
the band round the cap

The climate of Finland is uniformly
severe and the postmen dress warmly
The costume is picturesque Long
boots of thick leather and a long coat
crowned by a round cap make up the
details Many of the postmen are lin-

guists
¬

since they talk Finnish Swed-
ish

¬

and Rus slan
The Danish postman v ears a rather

elegant uniform of dark cloth and rich
braid The service is said to be excel-
lent

¬

in every respect The uniform of
the Bulgarian postman Is of dark blue
cloth with gilt buttons and green col-

lar
¬

and cuffs The French postman
also dresses in dark blue with very
narrow red facings

When this exhibit is mounted perma
nentlj it is to be hoped in this city
it will it is felt assured prove of gen-
eral

¬

Interest

WHERE ACROBATS PRACTICE
A FnnmuR lteKort lit Jiimlon

Strange tcclnllHtn
There are very few Londoners who

know that down In the unsavory New
Cut on the right hand side as one goes

I isare end a

his

his

one

for

Above the door Is the legend familiar
enough hereabouts Beds sixpence a
night It Is obviously a poor mans ho ¬

tel Yet any weekday from 10 or 31 in
the morning up till 1 or 2 In the after-
noon

¬

the curious in such matters may
observe passing in and out a never ceas ¬

ing stream of well dressed and well-setu- p

men clean shaven spruce and alert
the very last sort of Individuals one would
Imagine to patronize for Its board or lodg
ing an establishment such as this

Nor as a matter of fact do they do so
Follow any one of them and jou will find
that he passed straight through the lit
tle shop down a dark passage to emerge
eventually Into a lofty hall round the
wall of which arc rarged all kinds of
gymnastic apparatus

And on the floor suspended from rings
In midair dangling from trapezes near
tho celling are men and women tum-
bling

¬

fljing swinging walking on their
hands standing on their heads throwing
somersaults by the score and twisting
themselves Into every conceivable contor-
tion

¬

to which the human rorm divine is
capable of lending itself For this Is a
professional acrobats practice room

and Its mmo and fame are known from
end to end of Europe and indeed all over
tho world wherever gjmnasts and such
like folk travel and they travel far Thev
are largely foreigners these people Lis
ten to the babel of tongues Rccard the
various types Ton little dark ejed lassie
who Is turning Catherine wheels with
such zest is a Neaiolitan and a debu-
tante

¬

apprenticed to a troupe by parents
who were too poor to keep her Like it
ask ner fane knows today poor child for
almost the tlrst time in her hitherto sad
joung life what it means to go to bed
unhungry

Ifeie Is an Austrian laddj-- training un ¬

der Mr Harry Ara He has only been a
few months with the troupe and already
he tells jou proudly he can turn forty
flip flaps without pausing for breath
A child woman with black elf locks and

a Jewish cast of countenance is solemnly
engaged in throwing her arms and legs
about and around now like the sails of a
windmill anon like the tentacles of some
strange species of octopus She Is an Ar-
menian

¬

the sole survivor of her village
at the time it was raided by a band of
Kurds early last winter

Of the inanimate things that are ranged
round the walls the most are not what
they seem A billiard table for instance
which looks as solid as one of the best SO

guinea match ones proves on investiga
tion to be fitted with a dummy bed of
green baize covered canvas upon which
the performer can fall headforemost if
need be from almost any height without
hurting himself

Originally one of the habitues of the
place informs us this curlosly situated
pracilce hall was a penny gaff of the
old approved tjpe On the little stage at
the back blodd and thunder melodramas
were presented night after night to ad¬

miring audiences of bojs and girls
This wis forty jcars-- and more ago

but by degrees the patrons fell away
and at the same time awkward en-
quiries

¬

began to b instituted concerning
its license So old Mother Potter the
proprietress who superintended the pro-
duction

¬

of dramas galore aje and
plajtd them too on occasion found like
Othello her occupation gone and inconti
nently died

Tor the better part of a couple of
decades afterward the bare gaunt hall
masked by the grimy coffee shop remain ¬

ed closed and well nigh forgotten until
one day an enterprising pro acrobat
in search of a place wherein to practice
discovered It and made it know to his
brother and sUter pros since when it
has taken on a new lease of life and
prosperity Every day acrobats pass In
and out bent upon learning new tricks
which they have ponceived but which
they are not as jet perfect In The little
room is In fact a training college and It
never lacks a full complement of adult
pupils and learners No public audience
sees the tricks before they are presented
on the stage but critic in tho shape of
brother pros are plentiful London
Mail

MILITARY AIDS TO SCIENCE

IlrltUh n ml German OUIcem Send
Home Valuable Specimens

Lieut Bojd Alexander Rifle Brigade
who Is well known at South Kensington
Museum for his studies of birds in Africa
has Just returned from the West Coast
with what Is believed to be the finest col-
lection

¬

over obtained on active service
Ov er a thousand specimens of West Af-

rican
¬

birds killed by himself and his na ¬

tive collector during the campaign in
Ashantl were brought back by Lieuten-
ant

¬

Alexander last week
This Is the biggest collection of birds

ever brought out of Africa at one time
he said to a Dally Mall representative
yesterday afternoon I havo been col-
lecting

¬

In Africa now for nine or ten
j ears One has to be a specialist nowa-
days

¬

Tlie collection is at present at South
Kensington Natural History Museum
where I am Busy comparing tho speci ¬

mens I have obtained with the nearest
prototypes there

It is a pity that the Government does
not Insist on oIHceis in
parts of the world collecting birds and
other things The- - German officers do so
already The Colonial Office at Berlin
obliges all Its officers to collect mtural
history specimens whether they like It or
not and though their work in many
cases is rough-and-rea- it Is better
than nothing

We know very little about the birds In
the great bend of the Niger and Hausa
land and absolutely nothing of those in
the regions around Lake Chad and Dir
fur There Is not a doubt that when
these great areas come under Investiga ¬

tion It will be found that one great zo
ographtwSl region ejdsts from Northeast ¬

ern Africa right across to the west coast
When I havo finished examining mj-- col-

lection
¬

of birds they may throw consid
erable light on the subject

Marching with the relief force to Ku- -
masl I left my native collector at Prahsu
where he formed the nucleus of the col
lection As the country became more
settled he gradually worked his way up
to Kumasl maKIng collections at eacn
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TO IDENTIFY CRIMINALS

Methods Proposed hy the Xationil
Bureau to Be Located Here

Mnnj VnlnnMe FVntnrrs to He
Added the Ilerlllllon Syntcnl
How Tlurs Vre Trnced Hie Knr
the Only lufnllnlile Il lUenee

The removal of the National Bureau
of Criminal Identification from Chica ¬

go to this city as at present contem-
plated

¬

makes the subject of criminal
identification a pertinent one in the
consideration of the police authorities
Should the bureau become a Govern-
ment

¬

Institution and it is said that a
bill to have it made so w 111 be brought
before the next Congress the question
of arranging the immense number of
photographs and descriptions of crim-
inals

¬

so as to render anjone available
after a brief search will become of par-
amount importance

The work of the bureau under its
present organization Is limited in scope
onlj- - extending to those cities which
contribute toward Its maintenance In
the event of its being made a Govern
ment Institution every olilcer of the law
in the country having need of it could
obtain the picture record and descrip-
tion

¬

of any person that had ever been
convicted in any part of the country
and thus be able to trace out their
methods and deal with them to the
limit of the law This plan efficiently
carried out would place this country
on a par with France in regard to po-
lice

¬

regulations
The Bertillon sjstem which would

undoubtedly be tho one employed In
the bureau in the case of Its becoming
national In scope Is perhaps the most
wonderful method of classification and
arrangement as well as of Identifica-
tion

¬
ever devised In the city of Paris

for example where the system Is to be
found In Its perfection the collection of
descriptions numbers over three hun-
dred

¬

thousand Yet this Immense col-
lection

¬

has been so compiled and class-
ified

¬

that even where the name is un
knovvr any given decrlptlon can be
found In two minutes

Although the Bertillon system of
measurements Is now in general use In
the larger cities of thiscountry It is to
be noted that most of the descriptions
of criminals in the Rogues Gallerj
In this citj for Instance were obtained
in a general sort of manner and for
purposes of identification are said to
be practically valueless This Is owing
to the tnaccuracy with which the public
uses descriptive terms The ordinary
observer in seeking to convey an Idea
of anothers personal appearance does
not try to define but to depict For In-

stance
¬

people speak il black ejes
while In fact black ejes are an im-
possibility

¬

The pupil of the eye is al
wajs black but the iris never and even
the eje of a negro or an Arab is only
of a dark maroon color

Of late j ears the identification of
criminals has received more attention
from the authorities in everj- - countrj
than any other branch of the policeser
v ice As a consequence mapy methods
have been devised for establishing be-

yond
¬

all reach of doubt the question of
personal Identity This involves the
question as to the most distinguishing
characteristic or characteristics bj
which to establish identltj Dr Ed ¬

ward Schaeffer the eminent micro
scoplst of this city has a theory which
he has had several occasions of putting
to the test once verj- - recently Dr
Schaeffer believes that the imprint of a
persons hand so made that the minute
ridges of flesh are plainly to be dis-

cerned
¬

is a sufficient mark of identity
when it can be compared with another
print of the hand In the case adverted
to in which Dr Schaeffer had occasion
to a certain extent to employ this test
a question arose as to whether the Im-

print
¬

of a bloody hand upon a window
sill was made bj-- the victim or his slay-
er

¬

Owing to the developments of the
case however the test was not em-
ployed

¬

further than to Indicate the sex
of the person who had made the hand
print and to show from prints taken
from the hand of the victim after death
that it could not have been made by
him It has been urged that this meth-
od

¬

of taking hand prints be adopted by
the Government In addition to anthro-
pometry

¬

as a means of criminal iden-
tification

¬

The formation of the ear Is another
characteristic which it is said serves
as a certain mark of identification The
similarity of two photographs may
often be confusng to the uninitiated ob-
server

¬

and may even cause- - an expert
to hesitate when both happen to be
taken in a full face pose This hesita-
tion

¬

saj-- the advocates of the ear
theory is Impossible where a profile
portrait is adjoined for even should
there be a resemblance between the
two profiles there will invariably be a
distinct difference in the formation of
the ear supposing the originals are dif- -

Lferent people Nature makes no two
blades of grass alike and there are no
two ears in the world which are abso-
lutely

¬

identical as there Is even a
marked difference to the experienced
observer between the right and left
ears of the same person

Owing to the great variety of Its
curves and hollows the ear like the
hand would seem to recommend itself
as a mark of Identity and It has the
advantage over the latter of being
much more apparent not hav Ing to de-

pend
¬

upon delicate prints made under
certain conditions or on a minute ex-

amination
¬

Moreover the ear seems to
undergo no modification of form from
the time of birth until death in the

I various photographs of a professional
criminal taken at considerable Intervals
throughout his life the expression of
his face the form of his mouth tho ar-
rangement

¬

and abundance ot his hair
all change but his ear remains unalter-
able

¬

and the identity of its formation
in different photographs is sufficient to
afllrm the Identity of the individual

It is said that the lack of uniformity
in Judicial photographs owing to the
great variety of pose affected by the
authorities in different cities renders
an accurate comparison much more dif-
ficult

¬

and of recent years the Impor-
tance

¬

of having the photographs uni
form In size and pose has been official-
ly

¬

insisted upon in munj- - quarters
The French who have the most per-fectl-j-

organized police service In the
world tnke both a full face and a profile
view and their example has been fol-
lowed

¬

by several Governments The
Chicago police department has adopted
the French sjstem Intoto and has now
the most elaborate bureau of Identifi-
cation

¬

on this continent In searching
station on the lines of communication through large collections of photo
London MalL graphs the eye It is said soon becomes

J 1

fatigued and refuses to notice any butthe most striking PecuIHrlthis it is
of course phjsically impossible to com-
pare

¬

any given photograph frith each
of the portraits in a colleotfoa of many
thousand and from the necessity foran intelligent classification the French
or Bertillon sjstem was Jfdojted This
sjstem was designed by its Inventor as
a means for theoretlcallyjstudylng the
criminal tjpes but Its lisesi far has
been as a practical method of identifi-
cation

¬

Sometimes though rarely criminals
resemble each other so closely us to
cause considerable trouble the police
There were two pickpockets who were
photographed together In the gillery of
a Western cltj who were so much alike
as to have been the source of much

However to the expert the
dissimilarity of the forehead the angle
of the noe and the formation of the
ear were sufficient distinguishing marks
to denote the separate individuals

VACCINATION- - IN LONDON

InvTS Are Inxl Enforced In rlie
Ilrltlnh Cnpital

People who fear smallpox and put their
faith in vaccination had best not live In
East London The conscientious objector
does not wax fat and kick much more
v Igorouslj- - there than In other places but
the reasons is that he has not found it
necessity to proclaim his conscience and
obtain his certificate Without any certi-
ficate

¬

at all he has been practically safe
from persecution In most of the East
London districts for many years The
reason of course Is that local opinion
as expressed by the various boards of
guirdlans Is not In favor of vaccination
and the energetic vaccination officer anx-
ious

¬

to perform the statutory duties of
his office has found his path beset with
thorns Two years ago in tho Stepney
Union when tho vaccination officer ini-
tiated

¬

prosecutions the guardians refused
to allow him his expenses In St Georges

another energetic officer met
with a somewhat similar fate

The last report of the medical officer for
Llmehouse while stating that no case ot
smallpox has occurred in the district dur ¬

ing the year refers to the large num
ber of children that are vaccinated In the
district In fact the law Tfhich enjoins
vaccination unless tho parents objection
be conscientious appears to have become
a dead letter In the few cases when
prosecutions have been pressed and tines
hve been imposed their collection has
not been enforced The reason for thU
appears to be that In some cases the of-

fenders
¬

would have chosen prison before
pajment ard no wiso vaccination ofh
cer makes martyrs while in other cases
the were not worth powder To this flourishing

I early days wild and careless
Shoredltch was always come

cd as peacefnlly the further Placervllle those
east until last week when its vicclnatlon
officer reljing on tho new act which
makes responsible far prosecution
and enables to dlspensefwit the con
sent ot me guaruians wno appoint mm
brought a good manj-- cases before the
Worship Street Police Court fie Shore
ditch guardians a considerable majority
of whom aro opposed to compulsorj- - vac-
cination

¬

objected but arevana must ap-
parently

¬

remain unable tOrgtva force to
their objections h

According to the local ranch of tho
Antl Vacclnatlon League no such prose-
cutions

¬

have beeen knownriin Shoredltch
for jears past and everything has been
for tho best In the besfpf mTvacclnated
unions till these cases werpi suddenly
sprung upon It last week There Is con-
siderable

¬

local indignation1 centring
chiefly around the grievance that an off-
icer

¬

appointed and paid by the Board of
Guardians should pursue a policy which
that board docs not approve But what-
ever

¬

the merits of the existing law may
be It does not appear that with the law
In its present state tho vaccination off-
icer

¬

has any choice
He is legally responsible for seeing the

law obeyed and to attack him for at-
tempting

¬

to do his duty mens somewhat
childish Many people may think that
while any man who professan a conscien
tious objection can obtain exemption from

who will not the
trouble to object deserve no great pity
It Is urged by the local branch of the
Antl Vacclnatlon League that all such
prosecutions are a farce because the fines
are not enforced Apparentlj- - It Is true
that fines have seldom been levied In the
district hitherto but that is a mere ¬

tion of policy ard depends upon the Judg-
ment

¬

of the vaccination officer The mere
trouble of the prosecution may well act
In some cases as a deterrent There is
considerable local interest In the question
and two things are obvious First tha
vaccination officer could hav e done
otherwise consistently with his duty
second a large body of local opinion Is
strongly against his action There Is It
is said some probability of steps being
taken to enforce the fines recently Impos-
ed

¬

at Worship Street with a view to
certaining what effect such a policy would
have upon the population of
the district London Telegraph

KUBIZS MOST VALUABLE

Recorded 1 lew i lers iu More
lrt cluiiN Thuu olnntouda

There is a popular Impression that the
diamond Is the most precious Jewel on
the face of the earth said a New Or-
leans

¬

Jeweler jestcrday who makes a
specialty ot valuables of kind but
the impression is wrong to some extent
This erroneous view of the matter is
probably due to the popularity of
the diamond with the vast majority of
the men and women of the worid who are
fond of Jewels The diamond glitters and
this may in some way account for the
popular hold which the Jewel has on tho
public mind The belief that the diamond
Is the greatest thing going in the Juwtl
line is the most natural thing In the
world when we como to anuljzo the
cautes In the first place pie Jeweler has
a gnat deal to do with it i l

There Is a big profit In diamonds Dia¬

monds aro never a drag oh the market
and they never will be uUeSS the
countries of the world follow the recent
example of Great Brltaini in placing n
heavy tax on the Jewels Of If
the ownership of diamonds is made bur ¬

densome of exorbitant revenue
chargt H men and women have a
striking fondness for decora-
tions

¬

may decide that some ofthe other
precious atoms will answur their ambi ¬

tion in this respect But this is beside
the subjeet Diamonds aVe valuible In
the extreme and thej aro alvwiys good
property Dut In my buiness8wo have
come to understand that theresttre other
things equally as valuable and some-
times

¬
thej are even valuable Takefor irstance the speclallj ttne ruby Ihave seen manj rubles that were worth agreat deal more than diamonds nnd mostany man in line of business will tell

JOU the Same thin Hnninr If inshould go into a jewelry store and ask forn ttating of the precious stones according
to the rated the chinces are tintnine men out of ten would start with diimonds

Then would follow rubles pearls sap- -
iiuiic i ii i me-- iing iiit or otner nungs

I precious in the Jewel line like aqua ma
I Tines garnets amethjbts blooditones
I agates emerilds and manj others Hut

this business of heading the list with dla- -
uiuiiu i uum jiql eninge tne met matthe rubj Is regarded as more valuibleat times than the dliraond The Jeweler
knows it and while the fact may not
nave impressed Itself on Hie neneril null
lie

to

i i i a inei just the same aru tne
trade recogrlzis It ict the nyerage pur ¬

chaser of Jewels would probably feel that
lie was looked upon as a greenhorn If n
Jeweler tried to persuide him that a ruby
was more precious than a diamond no
matter what differences might exist In
the articles specially offered over the
counter New Orleans Times Deraocrit

THE CITY OF IANGT0WN

How a California Community Se-

cured
¬

a Strange Aame

Mining Resident of PlneervlUc
Strnnjr Up the Bad Men Who Made
Trouble Inny Stories Aliout the
Appropriate Title Olven tlio Camp

Hidden in the fir clad hills and ravines
Of El Dorado enilntv nt tho hnaa nt h

Hirst grand rise of the Sierras there Is a
little town Round topped hills wall it
securely In aa if protecting it from the
outside world and up over them and
across the dark green sea of tree tops
through the clear mountain air the white
crested Sierras raise their rugged heights
Placervllle thej-- caH It Erstwhile a min-
ing

¬
camp and formerly of great Import-

ance
¬

as a town it now leads the quiet
existence of the governmental seat of a
mountain courtj- - wmen nas been left a
trifle to one side by the exhaustion of its
gold deposits and the demands of com-
mercial

¬

life It gives no Indications to ¬

day of tho prominence which once was
Its own and of the strenuous life It
led once as a mining camp There Is now
little about it that would attract the at-
tention

¬

of the uninformed stranger to Its
previous history or suggest to him any-
thing

¬

of the dajs tie place was the
third largest town in California It is
charmingly picturesque with its Irreg-
ular

¬

streets following the contour of the
and lending It a quiet air of un

conventlonallty and convenience that is
not soon forgotten

Though the place Is not widely known
as Placervllle there are few people in
this country today who have not at least
heard of It as Hangtown Certainly
there aro none In California to whom the
name Is unfamiliar There Is not one of
these however who without previous In-

formation
¬

would recognize In the Placer-
vllle

¬

of today tha Hangtown of fifty years
ago To most people tho mention of tie
name brings memories either personal or
otherwise of the most romantic period of
Western history when the men of the
East sought their fortunes in El Dorado
of tar There was a time when Placer
vllle was a mass of board and cloth
houses and when Emigrant Ravine
Road was constantly filled with the
teams of Incoming pioneers and freight-
ers

¬

when Shirt tail Bend now desert
ed was a busj-- mining centre when cold
could bo easily taken from Mother Earth
and fortunes made in a day were often
squandered In an hour when Judge
Ljnchs court was the highest legal tri
bunal and before that bar swift and sure
Justice was meted out to public offenders

delinquents those who jaw camp
and shot In Its of Its

slumbering-uuvaccin- at- future there will a memory
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times when money was plenty the excite-
ment

¬

of tho gold fever was xaglng and
old Hangtown was In Its prime

The name Is probably one of the most
famous of all those words which coined
and applied as nicknames havo become
an interesting part of our Western geog¬
raphy It has been used for effect on
tenderfeet and would be portrayers ot

Western life have made it part of their
principal stock In trade as sounding typ-
ically

¬

and lawlessly Western It Is per-
haps

¬

cruel to disillusionize those people
who have a more or less hazy idea of old
Hangtown aa the scene or dally murders
and bloodshed and all other Immoralities
which are attributed to the ultra mining
camp The place was of coarse not a
model In those respects and came by its
name honestly enough But It was no
worse than any other camp of any Im
portance at that time Perhaps the repu-
tation

¬

which Its name gained for it had
something to do with the fact that no
extraordinary number of crimes occurred
there Nevertheless the fact remains
that a few were committed early In the
history of the town and that these and
others were speedily punished and to this
fact is attributed tie origin of the most
unique as well as one of the most fa¬
mous of our Western names

There have been of course many theo¬

ries as to the origin of the name Hang-
town

¬

as is perfctly natural In the
case of unwritten history such as this
but then are three stories more or less
authentic which purport to contain the
true history of how it happened They all
sound reasonable and It is probable that
all three are founded on the same fact
The camp originated In 1MB as Old Dry
Diggings and by this name It was
known until Jaruary IS19 and according
to the first story In that month the event
occurred which Informally christened the
place Hangtown

One night three men were plajlng poker
In a saloon probably a tent or hut when
one of the party went broke That in
Itself was probably not extraordinary but
what followed was enough put of the com-
mon

¬

to affect the little camp to no slight
degree The proprietor of the plac had
fallen asleep In the room and as It was
known that he had some dust In his pos
sesIon U ccourred to the gentleman who
had lost tliP a glorious opportunity of re-
plenishing

¬
purses was at hand Needless

to saj the proposition found favor In the
ejes of tle others The sleeper was
aroused nntl requested over a gunbarrel
to ante A favor asked In such terms
was not to be refused and he responded
with alacrity The accompanying threats
of sure death if he blew were disre ¬

garded by the victim however and ho
blew as promptlj- - as he had anted on

the previous evening The camp was wild
and wanted Justice done No time was
wasted and the robbers were arrested be-
fore

¬

they had time to escape a court was
convened and Hogging and exile were
chosen as a sentence In keeping with the
enormity of tho crime

The promptness with which the whole
procedure was gone through with might
have served as a warning to wiser men
But this was not the case with our gambler--

robbers Next day they appeared In
camp very drunk and verj noisj- - vowing
dire vengeance on their punlshers Such
krroganco and Insolence was too much to
ask any respectable forty niner to stand
and at a mass meeting of righteously In-
dignant

¬

miners hastily convened the de-
cision

¬

to hang the men was made This
sentence was carried out as promptly as
tho previous one The crowd marched
down tho street to a big oak tree and
there with a dozen husky pioneers at the
long end of each rope the bad men met
their fate Thereafter tha miners said
Hangtown when they referred to the

little Sierra camp
Then there Is another story which dif-

fers
¬

from the preceding one In the roman-
tic

¬

detail that the crime is laid at the
door of an orginized gang of desperadoes
several ot which infested the country
The bands are said to havo been of the
genuine dime novel variety with grips
signs and passwords It is quite possible
that the robbers were members of such
an organization as that known as the

Owls The storj goes that one night
they raided a trading post belonging to a
Frenchman In Log Cabin Ravine He
was known to have dust in considerable
quantities in his possession and his for-
tune

¬

proved his ruin The despoiled mer
ehant gave the alarm as soon as possible
and it was not long until the miscreants
wcn In the hands of the miners and the
same white oak tree that terved as a
gallows according to the first story was
made use ot in executing the sentence
of the four desperadoes It Is stated
however In behalf of the pioneers that
word had leen received from a camp
further south that tho same men were
wanted for murder and that this fact
had much to do with the Imposing of the
death sentence

A thl d story has It that the men were

arrested for highway robbery on the oldGeorgetown Road and that hinging wasnot contemplated cntll an officer arrived
from t tward San Francisco and identified
the mm as the perpetrators of a brutal
murder in his section Again the oak treengurea ns gibbet

These threo stories may be but differ-
ent

¬
versions of the same affair and per-

haps
¬

no one of them is absolutely correct
In detail It Is safe to assume however
that among the three the true story of the
first hanging Is found It Is noticeable
that the hanging had rotbery for its im ¬

mediate cause and not murder Not more
than one man was ever afterward lynched
In Hangtown nnd he for a killing

Thus then came Into being the name ofHangtown not through the fact that
lynchings were common but from one
and only one hanging The nickname

stuck and tho result Is that manj peo ¬
ple have a false Impression of the char
acter of tho old camp There are as many
towns in tno East ard South that are
rully as deserving of the title as was the
little Western village But Ea stRrn nni
Southern tongues are not as apt to coin
nicKnames as were the laconic and blunt
speaking men of A3

The corner of Main and Coloma Streets
is now as It was then the centre of the
town and business houses at each of Its
four angles deprive It of any suggestion
of what happened there one day a halfcentury ago The white oak is only amemory as a big brick block has foryears stood over Its stump But down
at the rear of the stores the waters of a
little mountain creek ripple over the
rocks in its bed On Its north bank they
say at a spot which would be In full view
from the Coloma Street bridge If a news¬
paper office had not been erected there
some thirty years ago the lynchers bur¬
ied their victims There are a few wil-
lows

¬

growing along there now and the
sueaiu Dauuies aiong under them en-
tirely

¬
forgetful of the tragedy it witness ¬

ed when the town was joung Now and
then you see a Chinaman with

rocker making a half hearted at-
tempt

¬

to coax a few grains of gold from
the already exhausted gravels But us-
ually

¬

It is the quiet rippling stream ply-
ing

¬
over boulders and deepening Into

dark pools under the willows suggesting
all that is cool beautiful they have
only a mountain stream straight from
the melting snow can Yet thej-- stll call
It Hangtown Creek Los Angeles
Times

ANCIENT FOOD TESTERS

Mankinds Debt to the Heroes of the
Grub Agre

Of all great mysteries in this world
remarked the Hungry Man as he gave
his order to the waiter that of food Is
one of the most fascinating We mod-
ern

¬

folks who enjoy the benefits of other
peoples experience and discoveries sel-

dom
¬

give to this fact a thought but nev¬

ertheless the fact remains Let me Illus
trate There Is our good friend the mush-
room

¬

for instance and likewise our arch
enemy the toadstool They are so like
each other in appearance that even to this
daj-- luckless mortals occasionally eat the
wrong one and Join the ranks of the
toadstool eaters of the past Before folks
learned to distinguish the difference
therefore what a lot of calamities must
have been brought about through the un-
fortunate

¬

resemblance and mans equaUy
deplorable Ignorance To the Stone Age
the Age of Reptiles and the other prehis-
toric

¬

periods there should be added still
another the Grub Age

It strikes me that the Grub Age that
indefinite epoch when the human race
was making tho acquaintance of Its

must have been a very trying not to
say painful portion of the worlds history
We are told in tradition that the ancients
very generally were hardy races They
needed to be for compared with the ¬

covery and conquest of new food things
to eat which you and I ot the present
day regard as common the discovery and
conquest of strange lands was mere
childs plaj- - Shear me for example a
portrait of the first man who ate an oy-
stersoft

¬

and wabbly and Ill show vou
the portrait of a brave and dauntless
hero willing to sacrifice his all for the
benefit of the family bill of fare In those
days every man was a sort of govern-
ment

¬

experiment station Of course I
have no positive Information but I should
not be at all surprised if one of the worst
punishments meted out to prehistoric
man by fellow beings was a sentence
to serve as food tester to the village It
would bo worse than hanging a great
sight because of the terrible uncertainty
attached to the Job With everjbody
testing no mans life would be safe but
with one man condemned to test anjthlng
and everjthlng which was brought before
him the danger would be minimized to
all except the mfortunate tester This I
have no deuit was practiced among the
very ancient e se how happened It that
so mane s patriarchs of old were
plajlng t ir d bridge whist at the age
of 500T

doOt the doctrine of expansion
was then applied to eatables The man
who believed In supplementing the family
fare with something new and novel was
regarded as dangerous to the health of
the community and old men loudlj cried
out for the days of the thirteen original
foods Progressive Ideas however pre-
vailed

¬

then as now and that is why we
of today eat soft shelled crabs lobsters
frogs legs calves brains snails eggs
terrapin clams potatoes and other de
ligntful dainties with Impunity But as
j uu eat consiuer tne pains the nerve
the fortitude which your ancestors had
to dlsplaj- - In order to establish the repu-
tation

¬

for honesty of the stuff which you
enjoj You who like apple fritters how
would you like to have been the man who
first overcame the prejudice against the
apple If I remember rightly the apple
was the fruit which helped to destroy the
peace of the Garden of Eden How about
potatoes What was the prehistoric per
son poking at when he lit upon them
Is It In the realm of possibility that he
had the nerve to eat one of the dirty
brown things I think not And its the
same with turnips asparagus beets cel
ery and so on to intinttj- - May blessings
be upon the heads of their dlscov erers and
early patrons Beside them the occupants
of the Hall of Fame mere historical per-
sonages

¬

fade away into the deep gloom
of insignificant obscurity Trot out th
benefactor who first pickled pigs feet
Oh show me the martyr who first boomed
sauerkraut

It Is to the residents of the ancient
seacoasts however that we should sa-
laam

¬

the lowest To them belongs the
greatest credit for the conquest of the
vegetable is as nothing when compared
with tho conquest of the shellfish What
was It about the crabs phjsical appear-
ance

¬

that suggested he was good to eat
How many prehistoric people broke their
teeth on the shell of relative the lob
ster before learning that the Inside alone
was eligible for internal use And any-wa- j-

what do you suppose the men who
first boiled a lobster said when he saw
tho ugly beast turning red For all we
Know nowever tne verj-- ancients may
have had even worse times than we give
them credit for as I doubt whether any
man living todaj- - would care to go and
gather material for a Pleosaurus potple
a Megatherium steak or Pterdactyl stew
Prime honors notwithstanding let us be ¬

stow upon him who first nte a snail
What courage What originality Leav¬

ing a long and luminous pith behind It
as It goes the smtll Is suddenly seized Its
captor looks as It medltatlvelj and then
did he tnke it home and cook It first
snail or did he it It

Ah slid the Hungry Man Interrupt ¬

ing himself here tomes the waiter with
our tripe and Ice cream Brooklj n
Eagle
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MASCOTS OF THE SAILOR

Animals and Birds Supposed to
Bring Luck to Ships

AlUgntnra Monkeys Parrots Goats
nnd Dog Petted While at Sea
Stnperatltlona Prevailing on Board
Veaaela A Xeeeioary Part of Crew

If sailors aro afflicted with supersti ¬
tions they are fond of mascots Near ¬
ly every ship which comes to this port
has a dog or a cat or a goat or an alliga ¬
tor or a --ooster or something eiae which
the sailors took to for protection against
the fury of the elements and the wiles of
tho evil one It Is astonishing how theso
mascots are carea for In nearly every
Instance they are fed from the captains
table and whenever they are sick every
man on board exerts himself to find some
remedy for tho ailment and they are
never satisfied until a cure Is effected

Mascots are as old as tha hills with the
sallorman He has had them ever since
he has belelved In the story about rats
leaving a sinking vessel or that other
superstition about leaving port Friday
meaning certain death It Is useless toargue that the mer presence of a goat
Till cause a deviation of a hurricane
from its -- ourse or that the meow of a
cat will cause a bullet to fall before It
torce is spent It Is all a useless and
thankless Job to try to argue anything
with a sailor when once ho has made im
his mind to a thing and he has made up
his mind that mascots are very necessary
parts of a ships crew and there la an
end of it

The mascot of the steamship Montezuma
Is an alligator a cunning fellow about
two and one feet long He was
brought aboard when he was as small as
a lizard They got him down at Quaran-
tine

¬
and to his presence Is attributed all

the luck which has followed the ship
since The men will tell you with a grave
face that the reason they have hail no
trouble with tho muleteers they carry
regularly to South Africa is due to that
alligator Thev will tell rnu aerfamiv- -

and pure as I that the reason never had dis
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ease or snipwreck or any of those mis¬
haps is because the alligator has hoo ¬
dooed the weather man and the microbe

They believe it and they steadfastedly
refuse to wean themselves from the Idea
They look after that reptile as though
he were a Kings son They give him aplace In the bathtub ni they apcim jiaii
a day chasing files and other insects to
bo sure he gets a good dinner When
rations are short they will cheerfully
divide with their friend
who has a face like a griffin on the too
of z public building and a mouth like the
istnmus of Panama

Of course the alligator knows and tin
derstands When they are feeding him ha
smiles over about threa feet of mouth and
shows his teeth and they Imagine he Is
pleased and give him more They say he
crawls to the feet of the men who glvo
him the most to evit and therefore thereIs a generous rivalry to see who will get
his favor Unless something happens toput a stop to this practice that alligator
may die of Indigestion

The mascot on the steamship Memnon
is a billy goat The appearance of thatgoat would knock a holiday out of the
calendar or postpone Sunday or accom¬
plish almort any other heinous design
He has been all around the world md
back again and he is still going Und
traveling all the time as one of the cabnpassengers He goes where he pleases
and when he pleases and there Is not asoul to say him nay The man who wouldbo so brave as to propose any limitationto the license or liberty of that goat
would bo uncermonlously pitched over¬
board without benefit of clergy The ago
of the goat no llv Ing man will undertaketo prophesj- - He was there years and
J ears ago and he is there yet The flight
of the years seem to have da1 hi
by His beard has about the sam num
ber of hairs in It now as It had ten veam
ago and tho butting capacity has been
strengthened insteed of decreased

The way to make friends with the cap¬
tain and tha crew and everybody else in
any way connected with the Memnon Is
to first make friends with that goat andevery man who goes aboard with his
pockets full of tin cans and brown paper
and things of that kind Is held In grateful
rememDrance by the men on the ship
Every morning Billys hide Is carefully
soaked and every evening his bed is made
with the same degree of care aa if thaowner of the Tioat were going to use the
bunk There are all sorts of stories about
this goat They say he scented a hurri-
cane

¬
once and warred the officers by run-

ning
¬

around like mad and bellowing as if
he were mortally wounded At first they
did not know what to make of It but In
time thy found the wind rising and saw
the clouds and knew the goat had a pre-
monitory

¬

warning This accidental gay-et- j-

fixed for life one goat
The mascot on the steamship Ashantt

the British 3hip which went to sea tho
other day Is a common cur dog There
is nothing of high degree about him He
looks as common and unattractive as any
deg on any street In the world bnt won-
derful

¬
things are on the books of tha

ship to his credit They say he has saved
two or three Uvea has kept the pantry
clear of rats and mice guards the vessel
when she is In port and knows thevoica
of every man of the crew He was bom
somewhere In England and they found
him aboird after thev had jellied nnH
adopted him and since then he has beenperfectly happy and well he should be
for he has been as carefully looked afterand as tenderly treated as any dog of a
millionaire He has a buffalo robe on
which to sleep he Is clothed In scarletand fine raiment In winter to keep his
bodj- - from the cold air and the sea andwhen one of the wharf rats strikes himthat boy must be fleet of foot If he getsaway without a chastisement

Some of the fruit ships have monkeys
and parrots as their guardian angels

V hen Jack 13 at sea he has time to teachthem tricks and he never overlooks a
chance to have his mascot loarn every¬
thing there Is to be learned so he can
make a show when he gets to port Some
tunes down on the levee there are rare
performances Tho crews of the severalships fraternize and they bring theirmascots along and brag on what they
can do and there is a irrand comnptltlv
drill with the interested owners andspectators as Judges All these trialsshow how hard the men work to wlathe approval of the other sailors and they
demonstrate what can be done with thalowest order of animals bv patience andintelligence New Orleans Times Demo-
crat

WANTS HIS SALARY
Civil War Captain Never Discharg ¬

ed Demunila 22214
Among the residents of bouth Dakota

Is a veteran of the civil war who enjoys
the unique distinction of having his name
still carried on tha rolls of the War De-
partment

¬
as a captain In the volunteer

army or the United States And because
of this Uncle Sam will be called upon to
pay htm back salary aggregating J222V4
The old veteran Is Captain Lockwnod andhis home Is at Redtleld He was com ¬
missioned a captain of volunteers In 1S6S
The Government at the close of the war
notified him that he could be dischargedat any time upon properly Identifylng
hlmself By some oversight he was neverdischirged

Il has not thought of the matter forabout thirty j ears until the other day
when he came to the conclusion that ithe had never been discharged rrom tha
armj- - he was entitled to his salarj as cap-
tain

¬

for the Intervening years His cap¬
tains salarj- - was jj per month It Isthlrtj slx j cars since he drew his lastmonths paj- - and If the courts or Waruepanment decide that he has legally

drawbeen a captain all this time he will
from the Treasury- - of the United Statesthe neat sum of tHJZU He has engaged
the services of an attorney who willprosecute the claim for him before theproper authorities Cincinnati Enquirer
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